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Onshore Wind Subsidy Scheme Halted Early
The government has
confirmed it will be ending
subsidies for onshore
wind farms in April 2016 a year earlier than
previously agreed.
A grace period will be put in
place to limit harm to
investors. Speaking on
Radio 4's Today programme,
Energy Secretary Amber
Rudd stated that this is a
'significant change' but
should not come as a
surprise due to its inclusion
in the Conservative
manifesto.
Maria McCaffery, chief
executive of RenewableUK remarked that "The Government's decision to end
prematurely financial support for onshore wind sends a chilling signal not just to the
renewable energy industry, but to all investors right across the UK's infrastructure
sectors,". She adds that "People's fuel bills will increase directly as a result of this
Government's actions. If Government was really serious about ending subsidy it
should be working with industry to help us bring costs down, not slamming the door
on the lowest cost option."
The UK wind energy industry has already threatened legal action should the
Government go ahead with this decision.
Will your business be affected by this decision? More information can be
found here.

Conservation Victory for the Bittern
Due to the efforts of scientists, bittern numbers have
grown dramatically since 1997 with an increase of
males recorded in England and Wales rising from 11
to 150.
From data recorded, it appears that Somerset is the top UK
county for bitterns, despite the species only becoming reestablished in in the region seven years ago.
More than 40 booming males have been recorded there
following the restoration and creation of large wetlands in
the Avalon Marshes, in particular the RSPB's Ham
Wall reserve, Shapwick Heath - run by Natural England and Westhay Moor, run by Somerset Wildlife Trust.
To find out more on the conservation activities
undertaken to protect the bittern, please visit the RSPB
website.
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You Gov Poll: Two-Thirds of UK workers care about Energy
Efficiency
A recent poll carried out by You Gov has
revealed how workers in a variety of
sectors feel towards energy efficiency,
and the results are very encouraging.
68% of the 1,118 participants surveyed said
that they take care to ensure their business
does not waste energy, with 22% indicating
that they care a great deal about their
business's energy use.
The leading sector in this poll was Hospitality
and Leisure, with 82% of workers caring
most, followed by financial workers (77%)
and manufacturing (76%).
To find out more about this poll, visit The
Energy Collective website.
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