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Green Achiever Newsletter
(December 2009)

Dear Green Achiever,

This is the last newsletter for 2009 and what a year it's been. At
the time of writing this, over 5000 delegates are debating, and
hopefully agreeing to, some sort of action plan for the next few
years of inevitable change. Whilst a few critics still wish to
concentrate on whether climate change is man made or not, | can't
help but think, are they missing the point? The planet is warming
and our environment is changing. This is not new. The atmosphere
and temperature of the planet has continually changed and, the
human race is extremely creative and able to adapt to its
environment. However, are we going to be able to react and adapt
quickly enough? I've advised my children to buy a boat, learn to sail
and embrace water sports! In the meantime, all of our Green
Achiever members can commend themselves by continuing to take
a responsible approach to reducing our collective impact on the
environment. Next year we would like you to sign up to doing more
and to continue to lead the way.

Review of Green Achiever 2009

Introduction

The Green Achiever Award scheme was established by E4
Environment Ltd and Carbon Earth Ltd in November 2007 to provide
green businesses that are striving to achieve a level of
environmental excellence a means to illustrate to their customers
and suppliers their environmental pedigree.

Achievements in 2009

e Google ranking - 4/10 same as the Met office, weather site.
Not bad but aim to increase our ranking.

e Directory improvements - better searches and improved
presentation of environmental information.

e Workshops - made a good start and have plenty planned for
next year.

e Press releases - hundreds in newspapers, trade press and
exposure on the radio (Shropshire Radio and London Greek).

e Twitter and Facebook - gathering pace with lots of
followers.

e Over 700 active members

Performance
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Go 'Gold' this Christmas

Congratulations to

Hands On GrouP

for winnimg one

of the Grecn APPIC
™ nvironment Award

The eco-friendly
company, operating at
more than 141
supermarket,
shopping centre and
forecourt sites
throughout the UK,
has been awarded the
Environmental Best
Practice award for its
Greener, Cleaner Car
Wash project. By
developing a whole
new washing
methodology and
introducing specially
designed micro-fibre
cleaning materials -
which retain water
and draw dirt into
their fibres for a less
'thirsty’ process - the
firm has created a
service that provides
the same thoroughly
clean finish as ever
but, astonishingly,

http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1102873178...

e There was an increase of 18% on the number of companies
signing up to the scheme in 2009.

e There are currently 109 companies Self Assessed, this was 11
companies in 2008.

e August 2009 saw our first Gold Achiever - Linesave.

(Data used from Nov 2008 to Nov 2009).

Plans for the future

e We will do as much as we can to support and benefit our
members.

e Educate - workshops and training.

e Information - news and legislative updates.

e Promotion of members - more profile raising; yours and ours.

e Access to eco products and special discounts.

e Lots more.

Bike2Work
Scheme o

Tax free Cycles

Green Achiever has recently entered into partnership with Bike 2
Work Scheme Ltd, a new nationwide initiative that aims to get the
country's workforce out of their cars and into the saddle. This new
venture is made possible by the Government's Green Transport
Plan, which aims to reduce environmental pollution, promote
healthier lifestyles and make cycling to work a cost-effective option
for employees.

The scheme allows employees to obtain a bike at a massively
discounted rate. This is made possible via a tax exemption whereby
employees save on income tax, NI contributions and VAT and the
cost is deducted from the employees gross salary in the form of
monthly interest free instalments. The scheme is simple to
implement and is proving massively popular.

Lee Carroll, one of the directors of Bike 2 Work Scheme Ltd said:

"We are all conscious of the effect our output has on the
environment and how important it is to reduce our carbon
footprint. When | started training for a recent London to Paris
Charity bike ride with other business leaders and professionals | was
amazed by how widespread this concern was and how companies
wanted to do their bit for the environment but didn't know how.
Bike 2 Work Scheme is the perfect solution as employees gets a new
bike at a great discount, and the employer gets actively involved in
helping the environment as well as being recognised as a Green
Achiever”.

For more information and to see how Bike2workscheme can help
you develop a happier, healthier, more productive workforce, visit
www. bike2workscheme.co.uk or contact Lee Carroll on 0800 612
2603 quoting this code GAB2WS.

E-Christmas Card

Click here to view your e-Christmas Card.
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Happy Christmas - in the spirit of reduced impact on the
] environment, we wish you all a happy Christmas and a very
consumption by more  prosperous New Year - without the card.

than 60%.

reduces water

Sincerely,

ha nds Mandy Stoker
on Green Achiever Scheme
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